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 Eccleſ. Chap. VII. Verſ. 14. former Part. 


i the Hay of N be 722 — 


E 5 confiler. N 


, HE latter Part of this Text may TREE 


1 not ſee, but when both Parts are taken to- 


2 little too dark and W 8 
the preſent Occaſion 3; but yet I can-- 


gether, the Whole may be no Ways unſuita- Y 
ble to what we are now doing, viz. The keep -- 


ing a 1 of nn in a 2 5 
Cp. 1 


Tho . may be Wa at t the bearing, 
at this Time, any Thing ſaid upon the Sub- 
ject of Adverfity, yet J preſume, that the Beſt : 
of my Auditors may be of another Mind; 
for tho' the Pgfſion.of Her Sorrow may be pr 
ty well abated, yet the Conſideration and Wiſ-. 
* dom which She farther learnt in Her Day of 
we” HD, will always remain with Her. 8 


2 To or, tho we have Saccefs i in it, is fo dire- 
FP gs ful 


A N hankſeroing Sermon 


| Fl a Calamity; and we muſt paſs over, at 
leaſt in our Minds, ſuch Heaps of Slaughter 
ard Ruin, before we can think of rejoycing; 
that the Day of Adverſity, do what we can, 
op mingle 1 it ſelf with our Day of Proſpe- 
„and they will have as near a Neighbour- 
he. in ſome Part of our Affairs, as they 
have in the Text. 


en I ſhall invert the C Order of theſe 
Sentences, and begin with the laſt Part, be- 
cauſe the other will be moſt ſeaſonable to con- 
clude with. And I hope, that a few ſerious 
Reflexions will not 8 our preſent nk but 
= rather ſet i it off che better. 1 3 
1. In the Day of Adverſiy, Pe” Hu- 
man Life, at the beſt, is but a Sort of Che- 
quer · Work, and for the moſt part, the dark 
Colour abounds ; ſo that he who i 1s not pro- 
vided with Confideration to ſupport him under 
the worſt State, wants half the Wiſdom that 
belongs to his Condition in this World; and 
even 1n the Day of Proſperity will be to ſeek 
for _y Thing of true . Sq 


God the re fore has be the one over . 
: the 


— ry "Deen: | * 5 


the other ; 72 as it is the Wiſdom of His _ ; 


Providence to tem per our Condition as He 
thinks fir, ſo *tis our Duty to accommodate 
our ſclves to His Allotments. Each State 
will engage us in ſome peculiar Exerciſes of 
Religion; and the Viciſſitude of both, will | 
delt ſerve to perfect « our Holineſs, + 


nn is 2 great Duty af; it 0 | 
and leads to others as great. It is the Foun- 
dation of all true Wiſdom, the ready Appli- 
cation of what we habitually know, to the va- 
rious Circumſtances of what we are to think 
and to do. But here in the Text, where 
we are bid to conſider in the Day af Adver- 
fity,. it immediately. leads us to-the moſt in- 
diſpenſible Duty of that State, a full Truſt in 
God; which is much better than to truſt in 
Profperity,; - which, tho'.it may. be. gladly. re- 
ceivd as a Gueſt, muſt not be rely d upon 
as a ſure Friend; far this may betray us, but 
the other is the very Centre on which we 
ought to be fix d.; Which will make us wiſe 
in every Condition, and ſafe in every E. 
vent; it being that which A N 


* which it _ enen 3 


oe WB ae 
ns ea bod 


- 4 * ET * « "> — 


"Man wants but little Reflexion « r hin 
ſelf, to ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of —— 
in God i in all the Troubles of this Life ; and 

'ris ftrange if he meet not with Troubles e- 
nough to bring him to this Conſideration. 
When, by an Experience of what he ſuffers, 
and by a Survey of his own Weakneſs, he 
ſhall find it neceſſary to go out of himſelf for 
"ſome ſure Support, I am certain he will not 
find that ſure Support in the Compaſs of th 
whole Creation; which has nothing but Va. 
nity writ upon it by King Solomon * in 
1 and l Letters. 


** Py 88 


There is nothing | but the Bee Wiftlom 
and Goodneſs of God, and His eternal Na- 
ture, that can give us true Security, and a 
full Repoſe. We are made with ſuch De- 
pendeneies, blended with ſuch Infirmities, 
encompaſs'd with ſuch Difhculties, as if we 
were purpoſely deſign'd to have only ſo much 
Strength as to get out of ourſelves, and to 
bring all our Infirmities to Him who made 
us, that by a full Reliance on His Power, we 
may in ſome Senſe be created again, and find 
our everlaſting Support in thoſe Attributes 
which: firſt brought us out _ Nothing. | 


4 


2 * © een. 


dis Tru in God on ow 8 
us, fo it is a noble Way of hononring our 
Maker; for All-fufficiency, or an infinite” 
Fulneſs, is beſt acknowledg d by our rerets 
ving from Him; and a main Part Or Dos 
ty conſiſts in fitting our ſelves to receive 155 | - 
Favours. Adverlity then is the ſure Way of 
training us up, to give Him the truſt Ho- 
nour, and to partake of His beſt Mercies ; 
and beſides, it is a wiſe Proviſton of His, that 
when Proſperity comes, it may not hurt ws 3 
and that, when all Tryals are over, we may | 
be ſafely plac d in the higher Stations of Hap- 
— = never fal from 2 W 


e. WY God fas W 
us in the Way of Faith;and Hope, and Truſt, 
and Patience, and Reſigna which are 
the Proper” Romy of this State; ben fo 
dad; and yet ro * Him Aich M our 
Powers, to depend entirely upon His Pro 
dence, which has füch Perplerxiries, that „ 
cannot ſer through; and fuck Depth ab we 
carmot comprehend; when” He Has tryd hf 
ad 9 — and found us true 
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* Tankſeroing Sermon 


A to ll the Laws of Diſcipline ;. then will He 


lay by all the ſtern Authority of a Gover- | 
nor, and ſhew us all the Indulgence of a 
Father; and fully inſtate us in that gloriow 
Inheritance „for which he has ſo carefully 
— us 15 a  Courle of N Vere 


"ble: Be has there are . pe · 
culiar Degrees of Holineſs, which are beſt Obs 
tain'd in the Dn: of Adverſity. | 


When one el the Deſeri ption: that ok 
gives of his own Righteoufneſs, in the 
XXIXth and XXXIft. Chap ters of that Book, 
one would be apt to ns that he was 
then o good, and ſo perfect a Man, that no- 
thing more could be reaſonably expected 
from him in this imperfect State & Life; 
but God had new Perfection: to add. to that 
Soul, which could be work d up only in a Day 
of Adverſity; ;. for he then receiy d ſuch en- 
larg d Conceptions of the incomprehenſible 
Majeſty of God, ſuch mean Thoughts of 
his own: farmer Righteouſneſs, and ſuch a 
yuſ :Confuſion for having inſiſted ſo much 
upon his own S, chat be ſums. up. all 


. S rn 


in this aſt 8 confellion 7's. A hve — "2 
of thee bythe Hegriug of ibe Far, laut vo 
mine Eye ſeeth thee ; wherefore I abbor my 


jel and repent in Duſt and Aſhes ! XLII. 5, 


He had heard of God by the ſoft: Whi- 
Hen of Conſcience; he had heard of Him 
by the faint Reports of Nature and Reaſon; 


but towards the End of his Afflictions, he 
ſaw. God's Wiſdom, and Power, and Provi- 


dence in ſo clear a Light, with ſo full a 
Conriction, and in ſuch 4 glorious Manifeſta- 
tion of His infinite — that he might 
with great Reaſon ſay, Nom mine Eye ſeeth 


hee ! though: even then God ſpake to him 
out of a Tem dat and n and 
though Clouds — Darkneſs were then round 
about Him, yet he plainly ſaw that Righte- 
ouſneſs and Truth were hs Habitation of his 
Throne, and that in great Faith fulneſs 
Und ns sd bim to de troubrd. 


3 e a and e a "Man 


in his former Proſperity, what an excellent 


* 


Saint do we think he muſt needs have 


. his inward Senſes were ſo fully for: | 


_ Diſcipline ; after he had been big pt a 
new. . in the — of Aloo 
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David, and of 
We have another Tuſte 
we read theſe ſolemn . 
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vantages, as the other does 


which t prefer 7 bus . 


to God's Diſpoſal, and only. begs 
tues of that _— or of that uſual 
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TY — Power 0b France, as 6 the if Age 
the ill Deſigns, and eee 
ofe Powers againſt the Proteſtant C Cauſe: 

and Prefeſſors, have made them equally ab- 


bord by all who know eee the true 
Chek Aab en 1 


- Now; t] diwali buns fe. 
tho! I on by great Difficulties, . 
ces, and Loſſes, is no mean Part of our 
ſent Proſperity; and is — — Way to he 
thing more compleat. *T oſperity; in that 
it brings us nearer Abo what we chiefly 
deſign, in that it anſwers to the Intent of 
all our warlike Undertakings, and tends to 
the ſecure and laſting Peace which we ſo vi- 
go ouſly contend for: And I hope it is no 
D para 


gement to the Proſperity of this Day, 
that in the Compaſs of this waſting W ar, We 
hav had ny ſuch Days Aren dy. 


What of he ia: we hs 8 en- 
771 has been heartily and eloquently. ac- 
"counted for by ſeveral Perſons employ'd on 
_u n n buccels, 
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patch d by ai 
of Lives, had nothi 
- Hana 
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pure 8 31 Wilow 7 in "a = 
A that warlike Undertaking, as had nothing 
of Ambition, but much of Humanity in it. 
A Siege does not ufually afford mueh Vari- 
ety, only a Vigilance and Readineſs in fepel · 
ling all Baits. of Sallies, and in making all 
ſeaſonable Aſſaults, a Reſolution in main- 
| taining of conſtant Batteries and Approaches; 3 
|  and'all theſe are very legible in the L Deſerip. 
| tions that are given us of that Action. But 
there was one peculiar Circumſtance, which 
ſeems to enhaunce the Honour of this Siege; 
be vall Army f our Enemies moving almoſt 
round the Place, and never able to raiſe the 
Siege; altering their Encampments, changing 
their Poſitions, ſtill ſeeking after ſome Point 
that might be fortunate to them] as if, like 
the King of Moab: againſt the Iſraelites, they 
hop'd to prevail again us, not by Battel, but 
| by Enchantment ; and really great Diſtreſſes: 
do oftentimes carry deſpairing Armies and: 
Courts into ©1106 of 1 e or 15 2851 
ſtition. 9 
| Young © e were - Man; into this: Field, 7 
5 warm with 7 and confident of their firſt | 
ſecret "Conduct. all the While 


under 


under an older Gmeral, TG ud of his B 

riencc, and Jealous of his Honour; and af: 
terwards an over-thrown' Prince, jr Gu oſt de- 
ſperate with Diſcontent, and on all Occaſi- 
ons fir d with Revenge, breaks in upon us 
on a ſudden, with new and violent Attempts, 
and with the Promiſe of a cloſe- laid Trea- 
chery, to ture his rapid Motion. But lo ! 

through the Providence of God, and a ſupe-- 
rior Genius in our Generals, and an aſcendant 
Courage in our Forces, and thoſe of our 
Allies, they all fell under their ſeveral Diſ- 
graces, and felt the "OE on a en | 


85 


one Thing more is % very Fern 
that it cannot well be omitted, viz. That 
we paſs d the Scheld that very Day that out 
Auguſt Aſſembly met in Parliament; to ſhew 
us what a mighty Influence a Conjunftion 
of our Councils, and of our Courage, n 
have, through the Blefling. of God, in all 
our Succeſſes. The unanimous Reſolves of 
our Parliament, make as loud a Report as 
our Cannon, mY are as formidable to our 
Enemies; and well they may, for they ani- 
mate our whole Confederacy \ with-a new Soul 


of 


Re _ nt — continu Hy cl . 
9s in larger and larger Sup eh. 


Our N eaſily pale'd « over age Ob Us 
| Hions, which our Enemies had been, Jong 
8 againſt us; 3. who, to give them 
their Due, ate ver ingenious in caſting up 
Lines, fortifying of Camps, making of Dams, 
and the like; but as Providence diſpoſes 
Things, is only to make. their W and 
. more ignominious. 


When this River was paſed, * very 
Fume of our General's Approach, rais d the 
Siege of Bruſſels ; where the chief Manager 
of that Enterprize, fled with his uſual Swift- 
nels when he turns his Back to Danger; as 
if he had not yet recover d from that Cane 


ſternation wherewith he fed from bis own 
Teritories. WW | | 


And bete I cannot * 3 ro Stand, t to 
Aire the Retaliations of the divine Provi- 
dence; that the Bauarian Houſe ſhould. be 

forc'd to drop choſe Honours and Spoils of the 
pete, W My I loben rs of, a ours | 

F an 


7 N the 5 55 Fi 14 77 which 
was then ſo ſhamefully abandon'd, ſhqulc 
now ſo honoura 78 tablifh'd into the next 
| Succeſſion to the ing] om of Great Britain 
80 fortunate, or rather ſo happy a Thing it 
is, to have ſuffer'd 4 for the Proteſtant Reli- 
ligion ! And as to our Bleftor, who, qut of 
a true Greatneſs of Mind, was content to 
make the leaf? Figure in this Campaign, up- 
on a right judgment of Things, he may, 
in ſome Senſe, be ſaid to haye made the 
greateſt ; for it is ſpinething more than He- 


roick, to benefit Mankind . F . 3 


andto diſregard his own 5 3212 bg M65 be 
ter carryin g on of che A Good. 


NY moſt evo abs Safe ta the 4 
Vnderrarivg of this Campaign, where. thoſe 
Towns, which were loſt by Treachery in the 
Spring, (but then gave us the Oc 
moſt glorious Victory) were all gather d up 
again in the Concluſion of the Vear; 15 : 
that we may apply to our Enemies thoſe Werde 
of the Pſalmiſt, The Proud have ſlept. their | 
| Sloop, and al the Mes who Pn Hands were eh ; 
, have found noting, F n E. 3 


e And 
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T] ng Sermon 
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is Our moſt Irie General, whoſe Character 
encreaſes every Year, as new Difficulties draw 
out new Diſcoveries of his Wiſdom, and Va- 
lour, and Conduct, and Perſeverance in the 
lame noble Delign ; and of his being truly 


conſummate in all military Arts and 1 ? 


We have known him brave and forward in 
ſudden Dangers, and eminent in the Feli- 
city of ſwift Succeſs ; and now we have 
ſeen him 7 155 in all the various Exerciſe of 
warlike Wiſdom under the Delays of Victo- 
ry, with an Attention to every Accident, 
and a Mind watchful in every Poſt of Pru- 
dence, providing the true Remedy for every 
croſs Emergency; generouſly eager in the 
Heat of Action, and yet as remarkably ex- 
celling ! in the Cautions and Patience of Va- 
lour. What can be farther added, beſides 

one more Campaign, to finiſh this Wes and 

his own Great Character Ps 2: 


This. is * part K Age Prof petite, Go 
which: we are met this Day to return our 
Thanks to God, and to ſhew our ſelves joyful 
for His good nee in our Behalf; and 
_ the mY ak being Joyful in hit Day of 
| Pro- 


\ | 


2 * : = 


| 


88 requires from 1 . e EO 
| Iam * > To | 


5 5 | I calls vpe n us wad our Thankf- 
_ givings. to God in Pſalms, and Hymns, and: 
” rio Wer; 5 to celebrate Him in His 
ublick Worſhip, with Frequency of Atten · 
dance, and Chearfulneſs of Performance ;. 
to delight our ſelver in the Lord, and to be 
telling Wc Hu Goodyeſs from Day to Day. 
0 And ſurely there wants little Invitation 
to the Love of God, when we abound in 
the Teftimonies of his Lore to us; when 
we walk in the Light of his Countenance, 
and when the main Part of our Religion 1 is 
to tell of His Goodneſs, and to bleſs Him 
for our Happinefs ;. but then we muſt en 
deavour, that the Suuiefaction We, find in 
glorifying God, may far exceed that which 
we feel from the Who wail of —— Fa- 
vours: Like the good ' Tſraclites in ancient 
Times, we muſt look upon the Bleſſings of 
this Life, as the Types 2d Pledges of thoſe 
that are heavenly and eternal: We mut 
work up our Gratitude to that Height which 
our r Prlperiy calls for, and e gur 
2 {elves 
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ares by a Zeal in Duty, as God has diff. 


„ 


1 3 . Tefnperance, Moderation of Paſlions, 


guiſh'd us by « long Courſe of Mercies. 


1 A joyful Hearty under a due Senſe of 


P roſperity, will be extending it ſelf in the 


proper Acts of Kindneſs and Benificence; 
will be a flowing Conduit, to. convey to © 
others thoſe Refreſhments it ſelf receives from 


its own Comforts. ſtill more pure, by being 


in a conſtant Motion of free and generous 
Communication, and by running out in ſe- 
veral Streams, of Charity, and. af doing 
Good, The abounding in. this Vertue, puts 
Proſperity into its right Channel; here it 
goes on in a regular Courſe, here even an 
Overſlowing can be no Damage, becauſe it gives 
a Fruitfulneſs where it overflows, and yet lo- 
ſes nothing of its true Fulneſs, but rather 
receives . Streams of new Satiſ. 
; faction and Delight. TED „ 


and a wiſe Humility. of Mind, are Vertues 
_ » Plenty has many Snares mingl'd with it; 
[Riches are apt to ſwell Men into Pride, and 
3 1 5 where 
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le: thaw s is an  Abvindanes” there ar are con- 
tinual Temptations to Exceſs. 


They to 
whom God hath given all Things richly. pa 
enjoy, have more eſphbially need of Mode-. 


ration to bound that Enjoymert, and of a 
wiſe Mind, to ſee through' their own Great · 
neſs, and often to contemplate their Morta : 
lity in the midſt of their Splendor; / When 
. ker call em happy, they muſt acknow- 
ledge, tis what they have not deſervd; 
whern they are commerided for doing Good, 
they muſt reproach theinſelves for having 
done no more; they muſt deny themſelves 
in many Things, when they haue every | 
Thing at Command. In all their rich E 
quipage, their diſtinguiſhing Apparel, their 
lively Converſation, and their Variety of 
Diverſions, they muſt take Care that their 
Wiſdom reniain with theni, which will help 
them to ce, through all the Vanity of meer 
worldly Things, and give no: Occaſion to the 
W _ to n theirs. 
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IE: . main Fart 56 our Profperigy may 
be 3 thought to flow in upon us, on 
the Account of that exemplary Piet on the 
3 which God continues to: reward 1 vn 
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Gal Odeicncelcghs we to pry v 


Pattern of Goodneſs, and that fared Pledge © of 
our Proſperity? How ought we to conſpi 
our ſeveral Stations, by all our Counſels, En. 
deavours, and Actions, to give that Eaſe and 
| Happineſs to Her, which ale, 1 Sing 
on Her _ ues Procures for 20 5 


51h EE! lafth, A ee o Pro- 
| ſperity, are of that ſoft _ healing Nature, 
that one would think, that they ſhould not 
fail of fweetning our Tempers, and of ma- 
king us to live in Love and Friendſhip [ 
one another. God has bleſsd our Great Gr- 
werals of the , with ſuch a m- 
Affection, and with fuch a Unity of De- 
ſign, that they fight againſt our Enemies, as it 
were under Fug lame Star, and are doubly 


—— 
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ms, th oed wap bo a5 treble 
to 


ey oo, ae 
an Any with Banners, Cant. VI. ö 


be fatal Diſlinflion- ef Mi et Low. 
Church, or à Jealouſy that fame had toe 
much Teal, e was the moſt 


effeQual Step to the utwe n of cis. Re» 


form d in S Synode, and General An- 

blies, were exaſperated and divided by tulle 
Patrons, who had no other Del 
compals good Stations at Court by their Di- | 
viſions, and to make honourable 
by their Diſgrace; but whoever ſhall truſt 
Religion to the Patronage of thoſe who have 
no Vertue, mult be very weak in cheir- Judg- 
ments, or very 5 in their Paſſions. 


Our Day be dloud- 
Py unleſs of pry way qui our | 


and our Quarrek. * God would have fel the 
Tſraclites with the fineſt Wheat-Blour, and 
with Honey out of the ſtony Rack, would He 
have ſatisfyd them 3 but their Wickednels, 
their Murmurings, and their unte ward Tem- 
per, turn d away the Current of Elis Blefings; 

My People would not hear my Poice, 30 I ge, 
lem up to their own Hearts Lufts ; and des 
hem 


LXXXI 17. But bk our iwo main 8 5 
run clear at Head, in a moſt pious Wiſdom, 
and exemplary Holineſs at Home, and in a 
vertuous Magnanimity Abroad, we have ſome. 
Hopes, that our | Motions towards- publick 
Happineſs, may fully ſucceed at laſt. And 
how glad am I to pals over-Complaints. as ſoon 
as may be, and to dwell on ſuch Gratularions 
as may be juſtly paid! For what a painful 
Thing would it — all true Lovers of God, 
and of their Country, not to he ſuffer d to. 
ſpeak freely in the Commendation of our 
chief 3 and Benefactors, for fear of 
betraying the juſt Rights of Religion and Ver- 
tue ? But when by a wiſe and happy Admi- 
niſtration of publick Affairs, and by an ex- 
cellent Spirit of Piety and Wiſdom, they ren- 
der themſelves fit to be admir'd, and in their 
| Goodneſs. and Greatneſs. we can ſee more of 
the diyine Image ; chat Bleſſings do they give 


us, in making themſelves worthy to be beloy d 


and prais d! Their own Excellency raiſes in us 
all thoſe Honours of Thought, and that Joy 
el Language, which ought . to be - AY 


whenever we {peak ol e i Perfone d. or Aeli. 
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I "To conclude, you have now heard ſome of 


of Proſperity; and you may ealily perceive, 


chat both together, as theſe Days are uſually | 


temper'd by the divine Hand, do moſt effe. 


Cually conduce to the beſt Improvement of 


the Soul; for to be for ſome Tune under the 


the Duties and Advantages ; of a Day of 40. 
verſity, and what Vertues belongs to a Day 


moſt ſolemn Inſtruction that the deepeſt Sor. 2 


row can ſuggeſt, and to have often thoſe En- 
largements of a thankful Heart, which a Se. 
ries of glariout Succeſſes may reaſonably inſpire, 


takes in the whole Compaſs of the Chriſtian 
Verques, and of that imperial Wiſdom too that 
rules the Throne: It makes Greatneſs ſafe, © 


and Grandeur may dwell moſt happily toge= 


ther: And ſince the good and wile Provis 


dence of God has ſo well prepar d your Mas | 


* 
” » 


jefty to bear a great and long | Proſperity, may 


all the Remainder af Your Days he brighten d. 
either with a Succeſſion of Triumphs, or with 
ide ferner Joy of # welten 


70 Odd the Barber, Ood the Son, and God the 


1 
* 
1 * 


Hoh Ghoſt, be «ll Honour, Glory, Power, 
; Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, both now and 


OO mee, Ain. 


